
 
This packet is an introduction and brief summary of information related to the strategy listed below. It is not 

exhaustive and is intended to be a starting point for the conversations that will take place at the Next Steps 

event. Your expertise and experience with this topic will help to fill in gaps and round out the conversation. 

 

 

 

 
Past publications from For the Sake of All have promoted the benefits of early childhood education; recipients 

are more likely to perform well in school, have more success in employment and realize better health 

outcomes, just to name a few.1 Society benefits as well. Every $1 invested in early childhood education 

returns $7. 2 However, these benefits will only materialize if the early education provided is of high quality. In 

St. Louis, the quality of early childhood education is unknown for most providers. This is a problem the 

region needs to address.    

 

The child care market in Missouri is missing something significant: information about the quality of 

providers. As a result, parents have little information on how to compare and contrast provider options when 

making decisions for the care of their children. Missouri is the only state in the country that does not have a 

quality rating and improvement system for child care providers.  
 

Accrediting organizations have created standards to measure the quality of child care providersõ education 

services, and some providers have voluntarily submitted their services to be measured by these standards. 

Parents are able to gather information about these facilities; but for the majority of child care providers, 

parents have little information on the quality of services they provide. 

 

An assessment of provider types can help toward describing the landscape of child care quality in the St. 

Louis region. Facilities can be divided into the following types: 

¶ Accredited 

¶ Licensed 

¶ License Exempt 

¶ Registered 

¶ Exempt and Unknown 

 

Descriptions of each types are found below. 
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Accredited facilities have been awarded accreditation by one or more of the following organizations: 

¶ Commission on Accreditation of Rehabilitation Facilities (CARF)5 

¶ Council on Accreditation (COA)6 

¶ Missouri Accredited (MO)7 

¶ National Afterschool Association (NAA)8 

¶ National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC)9 

¶ National Association for Family Child Care (NAFCC)10 

¶ National Early Childhood Program Accreditation (NECPA)11 

 

Accredited facilities are primarily clustered along the major transportation corridors, including I-64/40, I-70, 

I-270 and I-44. Map 1 showcases this trend with the blue areas having more than 18.3 seats of available 

capacity per 100 children; the yellow areas have between 0 and 18.3 seats. This visual analysis suggests that 

parents may rely on these facilities when traveling to and from work.  

 

 

 
Organizations in this category include:  

¶ Family homes that care for 10 or more children not related to the provider; or 

¶ Group homes or child care centers that care for no more than 20 children not related to the provider 

in a location separate from the providerõs living quarter; or 

¶ Child care centers that care for more than 20 children in a location other than the providerõs 

residence. 
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State licensure requirements for this category include (but are not limited to): 

¶ Providing an environment safe and suitable for child care (fire, water and other safety conditions); 

¶ Having appropriate space and square footage for the number of children served; 

¶ Maintaining a minimum number of qualified caregivers;   

¶ Obtaining a minimum number of training hours; 

¶ Implementing a child care program established by the provider; and 

¶ Complying with health and nutrition standards. 

 
Group homes and child care centers have additional requirements that depend on the number of children in 

their care.  

 

Licensed facilities are more scattered throughout the region, without any clear identifiable trend. In Map 2, 

the blue areas again show where the reported capacity is the greatest, the red areas show where reported 

capacity is the lowest, and the yellow areas have reported capacity somewhere in the middle. 

 

   

 

State law exempts some organizations from the requirement to obtain a license12 ñ including òchild care 

programs that are under the exclusive control of a religious organizationó or òany nursery school program for 

preschool children that operates no more than four (4) hours per child per day.ó Even though they are 

exempted from licensing, these organizations are still regulated by the state of Missouri with regard to safety, 

space, health, medical and staffing requirements of the provider.   
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Providers in this category are neither licensed nor license exempt. Information is available on these facilities 

because they have registered with the state to receive funding through child care subsidy programs.13 

Predominantly, these are facilities that provide home-based care that have a maximum capacity of up to four 

unrelated children.   

 

Map 3 shows are stark difference in child care availability of registered facilities. These facilities are primarily 

clustered in North St. Louis City as well as North and Southeast St. Louis City. There are very few in South, 

Southwest and West St. Louis County. 

 

 

 

 

State law exempts certain child care providers from both licensure and registration requirements, including: 

¶ Any person caring for four or fewer children not related to the provider; or 

¶ A facility operated in connection with a business establishment as a convenience for its customers or 

employees for not more than 4 hours per day; or 

¶ Graded boarding schools, summer camps, hospitals, or other entities as explained in state law; or 

¶ Residential facility or day programs licensed by the Department of Mental Health; or 

¶ Elementary or Secondary school systems.12 

 


